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The Toddlers Day Out and Parenting Fair at Waitakere in Auckland once 
more brought huge numbers out to play. A variety of interactive activities, 
performances and free rides kept the children busy, while parents were able 
to wander through the range of stalls, brimming with resources, information 
and advice.

More than 300 events, large and small, were staged 
across the country to celebrate how special and 
important our children are. This year’s theme was 
‘listening and talking’, with parents encouraged 
to talk to their kids about what’s going on in their 
lives, and really listen to what they have to say. 

Here’s a taster of some of the days activities:

Listening, 
talking and fun 

Victoria Park in Lower 
Hutt was a buzz of 
activity, with a bouncy 
castle, a petting zoo, 
arts and crafts, games, 
sausage sizzle, face 
painting, fire engine, 
and story telling.

Story telling and other activities were also the go in 
Whakatane, where children and families took part in 
a riverbank hikoi. Here story teller Clair Reed gathers 
children together to walk the first section.

Faces were painted, balloons were twisted, 
bubbles were blown, and children danced, 
rode and bounced their way through the 
day, as communities all around New Zealand 
banded together to mark Children’s Day on 
Sunday, 1 March.
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