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Applying for approval to operate an OSCAR programme with one staff member 

The Oscar standards for approval issued November 2011 provides for approval of a programme which has up to no more than 10 children, to be run with just one staff member.

Exemptions will only be made where the programme is able to provide assurance that staff and children’s safety will be maintained. 

Application to be made in writing 

Application for an exemption should be made in writing to the regional Approvals team leader. This should describe how the provider intends to manage any risks, including but not limited to:

· Illness or incapacity of the sole staff member

· Medical emergency of a child 

· Parental understanding of the staffing situation

· Risk to staff or children from allegations or abuse

· Supervision indoors and outdoors 

The risk assessment should show evidence of understanding of the risks involved, the controls in place to minimise or mitigate the risks and management of any accidents or incidents affecting child or staff safety.

Application form 

Providers may apply using the application form or by a letter. There are also a number of documents which must be included with the application.  (Refer to the check list) 

Providers are not able to operate with one staff member until they have received written approval for the exemption.

Requirements to be covered in the Application

Documents that must be included in the application are: 

· The name of the adult (20 years or older ) back up person(s)

· Copy of the agreement with the back up person(s) 

· The phone contact number for the back up 

· Police vetting for the back up person(s)  

· Copy of proposed notification to parents and parental consent form 

· Copy of the Risk assessment (RAM)  

Providers can down load this form from www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/work-programmes/policy-development/out-of-school-services/oscar-approval-standards-guidelines/approval-process.html  

Camps/overnight stays do not qualify for exemption 

Standard 8 prohibits approval for operation of a camp or sleep over programme with just one staff member. When children stay overnight at a centre based programme or camp, minimum supervision involves gender appropriate staff of either two staff sleeping in the facility or two staff monitoring the sleeping areas.
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