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	What is SWiS in secondary schools?


· SWiS is a free and confidential service to young people enrolled within your school. 
· It is designed to provide early assistance to young people who are experiencing difficulties which may create barriers for the young person’s academic progress and social development.
· With the young person’s consent, this may include their family and whānau.
· The SWiS social worker provides easily accessible early intervention and prevention services for young people. 
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	Why choose the school as a site for social work services?


The school environment provides a significant opportunity to identify and address factors which put the education, health and social outcomes of young people at risk because:
· Schools are a site where most young people are regularly enrolled;
· There is an existing infrastructure to support the delivery of services;
· Schools focus on a young person’s wellbeing and development;
· Difficulties can be identified early because school staff are likely to know about the circumstances of the young person and their family and whānau.
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	What does the SWiS service aim to achieve?


The SWiS service works with the strengths of young people and their families and whānau to achieve positive outcomes. These outcomes are:

· Young people engaged in their school;
· Safe, socialised young people with a strong sense of well being;
· Healthy young people.
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	How does the SWiS service achieve this?


Your SWiS social worker will work in partnership with young people, and with their consent their families and whānau, in a voluntary and confidential relationship to:
· Help them resolve or manage any specific difficulties they may be experiencing, which impact on their social well being or educational achievement;
· Provide young people with preventative and intervention group programmes to help support their health, well being and educational achievement;
· Work with other professionals in the school social service hub to ensure the young person is receiving the service that best meets their needs;
· Network with community groups to access the support for young people and their families and whānau which is most appropriate to their needs.
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	How can you help make SWiS a success in your school?


To make the SWiS service a success in your school: 
· Take the time to become familiar with your SWiS social worker and the work they do within your school;
· Promote the SWiS service and the group programmes to all young people’ families and whānau within your school community;
· Encourage and support students to access the SWiS service.
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	How can you make a Referral to the SWiS service?


· If you know of a young person or family and whānau who could benefit from the SWiS service, tell them about us and how we can help. Give them a copy of the Information Leaflet in their first language, and encourage them to see us sooner rather than later.
· The SWiS service is voluntary, so encourage the young person or the family and whānau to approach the SWiS social worker themselves. 

· Other people can refer a young person or family and whānau to the SWiS service. This includes principals, teachers and other school support staff such as the resource teacher: learning and behaviour (RTLB). Other organisations working with school children can also refer young people and their families and whānau. 
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For more information about the SWiS service please refer to the SWiS Secondary School Service Description. You can obtain a copy of this from your SWiS social worker or from your school Principal.
If you know of a young person or family and whānau who could benefit from the SWiS service, tell them about us and how we can help.
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SWiS in your school


Information for secondary school staff





The Social Workers in Schools (SWiS) service is for available to all young people in your school.





Our social workers will work with your school to contribute to positive health, education and social outcomes for young people.
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Your SWiS social worker is:











Email:





Phone:
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