Fresh Start Innovation Fund FAQ’s
What is the timeline of the next round of the Innovation Fund?

Funding Round Four opens                           18th July 2011
Applications close                                          11th August 2011
Un/Successful applications informed             Sept/Oct 2011
Grant letters issued                                        November 2011
Service delivery begins                                  From December 2011
Who is the Innovation Fund for?

The Fund is available to individuals and community-based groups, including those not currently funded by Child, Youth and Family, to deliver their solutions to local youth offending. Government is especially seeking innovation and promising initiatives that address the over-representation of young Māori in the youth justice system.
This is a great opportunity for providers with new ideas or who have a programme that offers a different approach, so the programme you apply for should not be currently running in your community.
How much is available?
This supplementary round for 2011/2012 funding is for the unallocated funds from the third round.  There were no applications from the Christchurch region, which was probably due to the focus on the earthquake.   This second round will give Canterbury based providers the opportunity to apply for some of the $570,000 that remains available.
To allow maximum flexibility, the fund will be distributed through a system of grants, with a maximum of $50,000 for each grant application, for service delivery until 30 June 2012.  

How are proposals assessed?
A national selection panel will assess the applications and recommend programmes to be funded. In this case, special consideration will be given to proposals from the Canterbury region.
What should my proposal include?

Your proposal should outline the project’s goals, how these will be achieved and evaluated, and specify timeframes, costs, and required resources.  Please keep your proposal concise and to the point.

In particular, the proposal should have enough detail to give the panel a clear understanding of:

· a clear and detailed budget on how the funding will be spent and how this aligns with the activities or services outlined in the application

· how young people will be selected for attendance

· the hours each day and week they would attend the programme, hours of attendance must be outside of school hours

· staffing requirements including the hours required each week to support the programme

· the programme content, ideally shown on a daily basis throughout the programme

· the innovative components incorporated in the programme

What is the funding criteria?
All applications need to meet the following criteria:

· community-based providers who can demonstrate achieving tangible results with at-risk children and young people aged 12-16

· approaches with a particular focus on addressing the over-representation of Māori children and young people in the youth justice system

· innovation to addressing local youth offending problems

· initiatives that address gaps within existing local provision for at-risk young people
a maximum limit of up to $50,000 per grant application for delivery till 30 June 2012.
What’s not covered under the Innovation Fund? 

Funding will not be provided for the following: 

· ongoing operational costs of already established services/programmes

· additional staff for already existing services/programmes

· an increase in service and/or intensity of service for already existing services/programmes

· replacing pre-existing funding from other sources

· programmes or services aimed at clients outside the target age range (12-16 years)
· programmes for clients for  whom CYF have a statutory responsibility i.e Supported Bail

· residential programmes (excluding short term camps)
· programmes or services that do not target children and young people at-risk of getting into a cycle of crime

· community-based primary, secondary or tertiary health and early childhood, primary, secondary and tertiary education services
· programmes that conflict with the legal requirement for young people (6-16)  to attend school as per The Education Act 1989
· general information and advice services

· support for organisations engaged in a public advocacy role

· services who have lost funding on the grounds of performance or not meeting government priorities

· umbrella groups
· capital items, e.g. the purchase of buildings, vehicles, office equipment.
